
What is stormwater?
Stormwater is rainwater that flows over land and buildings into the
storm sewer system, eventually discharging into a water body,
such as a lake, river or the ocean.

Why is it polluted?
Rain is basically clean as it falls from the sky.  When rainwater
flows over the land, it carries into our storm drains and pipes
anything on our streets and yards, such as oil, gasoline, pet
waste, soap, fertilizers, and trash, and is finally discharged into
the Charles River, untreated.

What happens when stormwater goes into the Charles?
Stormwater causes water quality degradation, affecting fish,
habitat, plants, recreational uses and the beauty of the river.
Stormwater runoff is the most significant source of pollution to
the Charles River.  

Every time it rains, polluted
stormwater runs directly into

the Charles River. 

It’s time to stop trashing 
our beloved river.



Eight Tips For Keeping Our Rivers Clean
1) Keep oil off the streets
Leaking oil drops onto the street and is
eventually rinsed into a storm drain,
which drains to the nearest water body.
Fix oil leaks promptly, and never, ever
dump your used oil down a storm drain.

2) Pick up your pet’s waste
every single time
One in five households in this state has
a dog.  Imagine if all that pet waste was
left on the ground to wash into our storm
drains and into the waterways where we
swim and boat.  Yuck! 

3) Keep your garden “green”
Overuse of pesticides and fertilizers
means that these toxins end up in our
waterways, causing damage to the ecosystem and encouraging growth of non-
native, invasive plant species.  Don’t use chemicals before rain or watering.

4) Let the professionals wash your car
If you wash your car at home, all that soapy, dirty water ends up in the storm drain
that leads to our river.  Professional car washes are required to treat and recycle
water used, and they use much less water than washing your car at home. 

5) Don’t trash the river
Litter always goes somewhere - usually into our storm drains, then to our rivers.
Do your part by joining in CRWA’s annual Earth Day Charles River Cleanup.

6) Don’t feed geese or other water fowl and wildlife
Goose fecal matter is a major source of contamination to the Charles, and
feeding geese encourages overpopulation of these water fowl.   

7) Reuse your rainwater
Using collected rainwater to water your garden will conserve drinkable water and
decrease the polluted water that enters storm drains.  If you can’t do that, at least
direct your gutter spouts away from paved surfaces so as to decrease runoff.

8) Get your septic system pumped and inspected regularly
Malfunctioning septic systems can contaminate surface water resources or
cause back-ups at the site.  The best way to prevent this is to have your sys-
tem inspected regularly.

For more information,  contact:
Charles River Watershed Association
190 Park Road, Weston, MA  02493
ph: 781-788-0007  fax: 781-788-0057
www.charlesriver.org
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